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Lest We Forget….. 

On August 14, 1883, Ernest Everett Just, pioneering biologist and one of the founders of the Omega Psi Phi 

Fraternity, Inc., was born in Charleston, South Carolina. Just earned his Bachelor of Arts degree magna cum 

laude from Dartmouth College in zoology in 1907. After graduating and encountering the reality that it was 

almost impossible for an African-American to join the faculty of a white college or university, Just accepted 

a position at Howard University. On November 17, 1911, Just served as the academic advisor to three    

Howard students in establishing the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.  In 1912, Just was appointed head of the 

Department of Zoology at Howard, a position he held until his death on October 27, 1941. Just was the first 

recipient of the NAACP Spingarn Medal in 1915 and the next year earned his Ph. D. in zoology from the   

University of Chicago. In 1930, he became the first American to be invited to the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute in 

Berlin, Germany where several Nobel Prize winners conducted research. He wrote the important textbook 

“Biology of the Cell Surface” in 1939. Just’s biography, “Black Apollo of Science: The Life of Ernest Everett 

Just”, was published in 1983. The book received the 1983 Pfizer Award and was a finalist for the 1984       

Pulitzer Prize for    Biography or Autobiography. In 1996, the United States Postal Service issued a            

commemorative postage stamp in his honor.   Beginning in 2000, the Medical University of South Carolina 

has hosted the annual Ernest E. Just Symposium to encourage non-white  students to pursue careers in    

biomedical sciences and health professions. And, the Ernest Everett Just Middle School in Mitchellville, 

Maryland is named in his honor. 
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Well Prepared Program  Donation 

September 2, 2022—Rho Phi Chapter presented a check for $500.00 to the culinary department at Mary       

Bethune School of Science and Technology. The chapter received a grant from the fraternity’s Well Prepared 

Program initiative.  The program is a  partnership with  the National Institute of Health and Omega Psi Phi      

Fraternity Inc. to promote healthy eating habits.  



4 

CHAPTER NEWS 
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Initiation Anniversary 

 

                        

 

  

   

  September 30, 1989 — Bro. Bobby Major III —Xi Sigma 

               

Congratulations to the following Rho Phi chapter brother on the anniversary of his               

initiation into Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. in September. 
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Congratulations 

 Basileus Charles Allen III for being featured in a Washington Post article entitled “In a New Orleans 
ward ravaged by climate change, leaders nurture the next  generation”. Basileus Allen III is a co-
founder of  The Center for Sustainable  Engagement and Development, also known as Sustain the 
Nine. The organization embraces community as a climate solution and works to teach residents about 
their environment and how to use science, conservation and sustainable practices to enrich and     
protect it.  The group was formed in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 

 Bro. Jay H. Banks on his new position as an Urban Policy Specialist for the city of New Orleans.   

 Bro. Marion Floyd on his selection by the Grand Counselor, Bro. Clement Osimentha, as Co-chairman of the 
Trademark/Brand/Image Enforcement Committee. 

 Bro. Mark Raymond Sr.  and his wife, Rhonda on the selection of their son, Mark  Raymond Jr.  as the new 
Chairman of the Regional Transit Authority (RTA) board.  

 Vice-Basileus Adrian Thibodeaux on his retirement as a Physical Security Specialist for the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS).  He also served 23 years in the U.S. Marine Corp. 

 Bro. Clarence Verdin and his wife, Carolyn on their selection by the University of   Louisiana at Lafayette’s 
Christiana Smith African American Alumni chapter  as  recipients of the 2022 Outstanding Graduates  award. 
The awards will be presented to them  and other award recipients at a reception that will be held on Saturday, 
October 1, 2022. 
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International News  

International High School Essay Contest  
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New  Elected Supreme Council 
Ninth District News 

Prostate Cancer Awareness Update Webinar 

Global Health and Community Service, Inc.  and the Florida Statewide Organization of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. will host a Free 

Television Program entitled “Prostate Cancer Awareness Update” featuring social media sensation and host, Kitty Lundan. The      

Webinar will be held on Saturday, September 10, 2022 at 12:00 noon (EST) via virtual platform.  Please click on the link below 

to REGISTER TODAY for the Free Webinar:   

 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/prostate-cancer-treatment-options-tickets-398676089917 

Brother Willie Carpenter will share his journey with prostate cancer.   He will share the very moment he received the diagnosis from 

his doctor and the difficult choice he had to make going forward. Hear what happened next.  

Some of the topics of discussion : 

 -What causes prostate cancer and prostatitis?  

-Is the DRE more accurate than the PSA examination?  

-Why do some men fear the prostate examination?  

-What questions should men ask their doctor?  

-How should men prepare for the prostate examination?   

-If prostate cancer causes ED, what are the available treatment options.   

-How do we encourage brothers to go to the doctor?  

-Should one have the surgery?  

If you have any questions, please call 561-247-4109 or JJONES@GHACSI.ORG  

mailto:JJONES@GHACSI.ORG
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New  Elected Supreme Council 
Ninth District News 

Second Annual Voter Registration Day 

August 27, 2022—The Ninth District held its second annual Voter Registration Day throughout the 4 state area. This 

event was held to register  new voters and as a reminder to registered voters the importance of voting in every 

election in your area.  
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New  Elected Supreme Council 
Ninth District News 

Healthy Que Tips 
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CONTACT US 

  

          For more information on Rho Phi Chapter send an email to: 

          Bro. Keith Taylor/Chapter Reporter: reporter@rhophi.org 

 

          Visit us on the web: 

          https://rhophi.org 

 

          Or the chapter’s social media sites: 

           Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/rhophinola 

           Twitter:      https://twitter.com/RhoPhiOPP 

           Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/rhophiomegas 


